Genetic analyses of integrin function in mice.
Recent mutations of most integrin genes in the mouse have provided new exciting insights into the role of these integrins in cell-extracellular matrix interactions during development. The embryonic lethal phenotypes obtained by ablating integrins which are predominantly expressed in the mesenchyme confirmed the essential function of those integrins in morphogenesis. In contrast, null alleles for several epithelial integrins which bind components of basement membranes showed milder phenotypes, suggesting the presence of novel and unexpected redundant and compensatory mechanisms.